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Mountain House rezone 
considered 

By Erin Sherbert 
Record Staff Writer 
Published Wednesday, January 19, 2005  

MOUNTAIN HOUSE -- San Joaquin County planners Thursday will consider a 
request to rezone land at Mountain House so developers can start the next 
phase of construction.  

The plan for the next phase also is being amended to add more housing for 
seniors and eliminate a marina.  

Once the planning commission makes a recommendation, the county Board 
of Supervisors will vote on the proposed land-use changes. The land is now 
zoned for agricultural use.  

When the zoning changes are approved, developer Trimark Communities, 
LLC, can move forward with construction of the next seven villages, said Eric 
Teed-Bose, project manager for Trimark.  

The majority of those villages will be similar to that of Wicklund, Mountain 
House's first village, which has a mixture of single-family and multi-family 
homes, a K-8 school and commercial retail and office development. Two lakes 
also have been included in the second phase of the development.  

Trimark is proposing a few changes to the plan, including converting two of 
the villages to senior housing only and eliminating a golf course and the 
marina that were in the original plans, Teed-Bose said.  

The 400-slip marina will be replaced with a public 
boat-launch, which is more environmentally friendly, 
Teed-Bose said.  

Having senior housing will reduce traffic in the area, 
he added.  

"Single-family homes run 10 trips per day, where an 
age-restrictive area runs two to three trips per day," 
Teed-Bose said.  

A resident who lives on Kelso Road near the border of 
the Mountain House development said she has 
concerns about the project's potential effect on the 
environment  

The developer plans to move 5 million cubic yards of 
dirt to raise the level of the ground between Kelso 
Road and the Union Pacific railroad tracks, making it 
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suitable for development, said Bobbie Landers, who 
owns a home along Kelso Road.  

But Landers said she doesn't feel the project's 
environmental impact report goes far enough to 
address the potential problems the dirt movement 
could cause, such as harming wildlife.  

"It seems to me that moving 5 million cubic yards of 
dirt would create some environmental concerns," she 
said.  

When the town is completed in three decades, it will 
have 10 villages with a population of about 44,000. 
The first village, Wicklund, is almost completely 
occupied with about 2,000 residents.  

At the end of the month, builders will begin selling 
homes in Bethany Village, Teed-Bose said.  

* To reach reporter Erin Sherbert, phone (209) 833-
1143 or e-mail esherbert@recordnet.com  

Planning  
Commission  

The San Joaquin County Planning Commission will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. Thursday at 1601 E. Hazelton Ave.  
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