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Stockton, C
Friday, Dec.
SJCOE wants money back -,
Education office gave districts too much 1.' W
By Jennifer Torres 5 Day Fo
Record Staff Writer _
Published Thursday, December 16, 2004 I{'(':“(v(}n
If ¥ou Remd H'._‘
. Eleven school districts must Suk he
MMim s mmey return a combined $1.5 million in
Too clansal amons 'ad e San Ennin Elemanay . .
dowair CartOicadt Bk Dl smn | Special-education funds that the
ribon mes e mindas s U9 2% 1 San Joaquin County Office of
i‘;ﬁ'{iﬂ.‘ﬂﬂf Undera el saws | Education mistakenly allocated to 7 Day News
B e Uncas s=184 |them earlier this year.
what ey w;I[: e oV L:.I'rjm -‘:;ﬁ
Foete vl b iz mhal ey l. Al B
T e B e e | Districts found out about the error ERELRING
o bieim . il L s=amz | in late November, almost halfway Conductor k
el iy through the financial year, and Inside L.A. (
- =l well after they had included the
money in their 2004-05 budget plans. Under a proposal that Soldier Char
superintendents are scheduled to approve in February, the districts will Having Him
repay the money over three years.
Pilot Error B
"There was an overstatement of the amount of money that was available N.J. School

to be distributed to the districts," said James Thomas, deputy
superintendent for business services for the county education office.
"They built their budgets on a more optimistic revenue projection than
what was real. They were overpaid."

Eleven school districts -- Banta Elementary, Escalon Unified, Holt Union
Elementary, Jefferson Elementary, Lammersville Elementary, Lincoln
Unified, Linden Unified, Manteca Unified, New Jerusalem Elementary,
Ripon Unified and Tracy Unified -- make up the San Joaquin Special
Education Local Plan Area.

Every year, the state sends money to the county office for special-
education programs within the plan area. After the money is divided
among a range of programs and a reserve account, school districts are
given a portion of the remaining money, based on their enroliment,
Thomas said.

Two accounting errors led the county office to distribute more "leftover"
money than it should have.

The first error occurred in February, when $325,000 that should have
been deducted from special-education funds was instead added to them.
That made county education officials think they had $650,000 more than

http://www.recordnet.com/articlelink/121604/news/articles/121604-gn-1.php
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Dana Taylor, business manager for Jefferson Elementary School District,
said the plan is fair.

"Of course we would have preferred that this had not happened, but the
plan that has been presented is something Jefferson can work with,"
Taylor said.

Superintendents in February are scheduled to vote on whether to
approve the plan.

Thomas said the county office of education's business department has
improved its accounting procedures to help ensure a similar error doesn't
happen again.

RECORDNET "We take this very seriously," he said. "We pride ourselves on having
Subscribe accurate data to give to our districts. We are mortified that this came out
Dining Card of our office."
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